Yes?"twenty minutes and no poetry." Such are the terms of the injunction kindly laid upon the speaker.
When first I received the flattering intimation that the honor of pronouncing this Valedictory Address, would be accorded to me, a dentist of the commercial metropolis, jealous peradventure of the monumental city, informed me in a friendly manner, that another member of the profession whose name was not divulged, tendered me the cautionary advice, "to limit my discourse to twenty minutes, and introduce no poetry, inasmuch as the Baltimore College is down upon poetry and long speeches."
This advice, whether just or not, has spared you, young gentlemen, half an hour, at least, of common time, and half a quire of "common place."
So much you may pass to the credit of my unknown adviser.
It is not for the speaker to decide whether you shall put the credit in the column of dollars and cents, or of mills and decimals.
The ante-room being thus far entered, and finding a little more opportunity to explore and expatiate, before entering the main temple of thought, allow me to admit that it is indeed a great merit, in public discourse, to condense and consolidate both thought and language. Is it, that nature in her characteristic economy of material, employs this color to paint the curtains of the sky, the wavelets of the sea, the scales of the fishes, the plumage of the birds, and the petals of the flowers, and can spare no more for the human body than just enough to tint the current of the veins, and give azure eyes to a portion of the race ?
Let this problem be resolved by some of our numerous descendants who will be spared by the genius of the present age, the arduous necessity of discovering circumpolar ice fields, magnetic meridians, telescopic asteroids, electric telegraphs, and manslaughtering railroads.
The third and last of these knotty problems, harder to resolve than the oracle's response, may be thus expressed.
Why did the healing art, including medicine and dentistry, have, in darker ages of the world, a greater proportion of quack practitioners than any other art or science ?
Let posterity in its generous zeal for useful discovery, possessing facilities unknown to the present age, grapple earnestly with this question, with such success as it may be able to command. It will do well if it find the true answer by. the year
